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Head of Post 16 Provision Welcome
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a very warm welcome to Tavistock College Sixth
Form. We are proud of the breadth and quality of our provision, and of how we prepare young
adults for their futures, in higher education or in the world of work. This year the curriculum and
enrichment offer remains broad and wide ranging and we hope there is something to excite and enthuse
everyone
In recent years, we have seen sustained success and significant progress with our Key Stage 5
results. Our most recent results place us in the top 25% of similar Colleges nationally. Around
70% of our leavers choose to progress on to university or other forms of higher education (over
20% of these into Russell Group universities) and we support others to go into work or work
related training / apprenticeships. In the most recent Ofsted report, the Sixth Form was judged
as “Good” in every single category, with the potential to be “Outstanding”. We are constantly
striving to improve standards even further and offer a holistic experience which will benefit
students when they leave.
The curriculum offers range and breadth and is tailored to meet the needs and interests of
our students. However, it also takes into consideration the demands of the modern workplace
and universities, offering a range of enrichment opportunities that will help build the skills of
resilience, leadership, health and fitness, communication and self-management. As a college,
we feel that it is equally essential for our students to develop these personal qualities, as well as
gaining outstanding qualifications, which is why there is an “enrichment” element for every
Key Stage 5 student. Details about the types of enrichment, volunteering and sporting activities
on offer can be found further on in the prospectus. We also ensure that students receive
direct experience of progression routes by arranging visits to university open days, colleges and
apprenticeship fairs.
Sixth Form tutors are skilled and experienced in guiding students through their studies and in
application processes, such as UCAS. We have extensive facilities which include a Sixth Form
café, the Octagon, which serves hot food all day and two study rooms available only to Sixth
Form.
The most important requirements for entry to Tavistock College Sixth Form are a positive,
committed attitude, a passion for learning and a determination to succeed. If you have questions
about the courses we offer and whether they are appropriate for you, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch.

Tom Galli
Director of Sixth Form
t.galli@tavistockcollege.org

Dan Jacob
Deputy Director of Sixth Form
d.jacob@tavistockcollege.org

What Ofsted Say
“Tavistock College has improved rapidly since its last inspection due to
the very effective leadership of the Principal and her leadership teams.”
Ofsted 2013
“The Sixth Form is good because the skilful
teaching enables students to achieve well.” Ofsted 2013
“Students make very good progress in most courses in the Sixth Form”
Ofsted 2013
“Sixth Form students model good standards of behaviour and attitudes around the college. They frequently take a lead on whole-school
projects including raising money for charity, such as through the production of smoothies, powered by a static bicycle.” Ofsted 2013
“Leadership of the Sixth Form is good and improving. Teaching and
learning are often outstanding.” Ofsted 2013
“The College offers an impressive range of activities to raise aspirations, especially for the most able, including residential trips to universities from Year 7 through to Year 13.” Ofsted 2013
Student Quotations
“I have really appreciated how the teachers treat the students more
like adults within the Sixth Form community”
“Moving to the College has been one of the most positive experiences
of my education so far. The welcome from staff and students from day
one made me feel part of a community”
“Tavistock College Sixth Form has allowed me to grow as a person, becoming much more confident and independent than I’d ever expected.”
“I really value the support we are given.”

Types of Courses Available
A Description of the Types of Courses Available
Sixth Form
A Level learning (Level 3)
The A Level, or “Advanced Level” is the standard and most common, academic qualification.
All A Level qualifications consist of a two year programme of study, and offer a range of different
assessment formats including coursework elements and end of course external examinations.

BTEC Learning
BTECs are vocational qualifications designed to give students the skills they need to either
move on to higher education or go straight into employment. They allow more freedom for
students to co-create the programme of study and include modules that are more suited to
practical learners who are well-organised and good at collecting and collating evidence of their
learning. The assessment for these courses is generally continuous over the programmes of
study, with students developing their portfolio of evidence in each unit. As part of the learning,
the students develop deep, specialist, practical skills and understanding. All BTECs now include
timed examinations.
For more information about BTEC courses, please visit: http://www.edexcel.com/btec/New-tobtec/Pages/Parents.aspx

BTECs at Level 3
These courses are vocationally related qualifications that can be taught alongside A level
subjects or as an alternative to A levels. They are accepted as an entry requirement for further
education colleges and many universities and are valued by employers.
Students do not need to opt for a programme of exclusively BTEC or A level study; it is possible
that students will take a mixture of courses. Our aim is to enable all of our Sixth Form students
to gain the highest raft of qualifications that they are capable of, in order to progress to the
future of their choice.

PLEASE NOTE: All students in the Sixth Form who do not already hold a 4+ grade in English
and/or Mathematics GCSEs will continue to study the relevant subject to achieve this important
benchmark in both.

Enrichment
Students should sign up for and participate in at least one enrichment activity during their
time in the Sixth Form at Tavistock College. We believe that an enrichment activity such as
volunteering, either within the school or the wider community, allows our students to grow in
many ways. They will learn about leadership, responsibility, organisation and have a chance to
become role models for others. The local community welcomes our Sixth Form and work closely
with us. We also feel that students need to continue to focus some time on their own well-being,
consequently, sport at competitive level or recreational level will be available to all, regardless
of which subjects are being studied. All students can participate in supervised sport within their
timetable. Students will often take up more than one activity. Many enrichment activities will
run in sessions on Wednesday afternoons but other activities run at different times. The offer
and possibilities are numerous and constantly developing. Students are encouraged to make
the most of these opportunities, a sample of what will be on offer from September 2017 follows:

Community
volunteering
opportunities:
Oxfam, TASS

Reading
Mentors
Lower school
year group
Mentors
‘Interact’
student-run
charity

Extra-curricular
Music
Duke of
Edinburgh’s
Award
LAMDA

‘Young Voice’
Radio Station
Primary
school
mentors

Sports
enrichment
Extended
Project
Qualification

Sport
Academies
Sport at
competitive
level

Sport at
recreational
level

Enrichment
LAMDA
We want our young people at Tavistock College to have the
best opportunity to present themselves with confidence and
pride.
Students are encouraged to take LAMDA* sessions as an
enrichment activity in Sixth Form**. These are small group
sessions run by a qualified LAMDA teacher with nearly 25
years’ experience in this field.
The course is designed to enable young people to develop a
range of skills including:
* excellent oral communication
* the use of body language and voice
* confidence in personal presentation
* the selection of appropriate subject matter
* research and presentation
The main aim is to build confidence when speaking in a more formal setting such as interviews
for university or jobs. These internationally renowned and Ofqual recognised qualifications
equip students to present themselves exceptionally in a wide range of scenarios.
Whilst there are obvious links to the Performing Arts these qualifications are suitable for all
and may have particular benefits for those wishing to go on to study law, medicine, business,
journalism, English, marketing and teaching.
Qualifications can be gained in:
•
Public speaking
•
Speaking of verse and prose
•
Acting
•
Mime
•
Improvisation
•
Musical Theatre

The LAMDA sessions can be
used as the skills element of
the Duke of Edinburgh awards
or in conjunction with Silver
Arts Award.
UCAS points are gained from
Grade 6.
*London Academy of Music and
Dramatic Art
**This course is run by an
external provider and there is a
cost involved, which is payable
by the student.

Enrichment
Music
We want our young people at Tavistock College to have the
opportunity to continue developing their talents, skills and
passions and possibly develop new ones during their time
with us.
All students are able to continue, or start, individual music
lessons as an enrichment activity in Sixth Form. These are
private lessons run by qualified peripatetic teachers with
many years of professional experience.
Students may wish to play/learn for pleasure and yet they
can also take a range of examination qualifications.
Lessons are available in:
•
Singing
•
Piano
•
Guitar (acoustic or electric)
•
Bass guitar
•
Stringed instruments
•
Drums
•
Brass
•
Wind instruments
•
Music theory
The music sessions can be used as the skills element of the Duke of Edinburgh awards or in
conjunction with Silver Arts Award.
UCAS points are gained from Grade 6
Students with relevant experience are also invited to join the infamous College Jazz Band. The
Jazz Band perform at a number of concerts and events in and out of college across the year.
There are also a wide range of
opportunities for students to
perform in ‘Showcase’ events or
college productions.
For those who would like to sing,
inspirational, experienced older
students are invited to join VOX,
our exciting vocal group. New
singers are also very welcome.

Enrichment
PE
We appreciate the important balance between academic studies and a healthy lifestyle; therefore
we offer the following physical enrichment opportunities:
1. Football Academy – giving students the opportunity to access high quality training and
competitions up to English Schools Football Association standard. There will also be opportunities
to develop coaching skills in a football context.
2. Netball Academy - giving students the opportunity to access high quality training and
competitions against other schools. There will also be opportunities to develop coaching skills
in a Netball context.
The Netball and Football Academy enrichment opportunities prepare the students for a sport
development tour in Florida.
3. Recreational enrichment – giving students an opportunity to participate in a variety of
activities to develop an active and healthy lifestyle, using the excellent PE facilities we have at
the College.
4. Fitness programming and training enrichment – giving students an opportunity to develop
areas of fitness in the fitness suite. The focus is on developing knowledge of designing personal
exercise programmes, with the potential of leading towards a fitness instructors award.
5. Exercise to music enrichment – opportunities for students to be physically active in activities
such as yoga, aerobics, dance and Zumba.

Enrichment
The Extended Project Qualification
The Level 3 Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an additional qualification that can be
undertaken by students at the end of Year 12. It is the equivalent of an AS qualification (half an A
Level) in terms of UCAS points, and assists students in developing skills necessary for university
study or the world of work. The EPQ is looked upon favorably by all universities, although it must
be noted that not all universities count the awarded UCAS points towards final offers.
Students opting to complete the EPQ are assigned a member of teaching staff as a tutor, who
guides and coaches them through the process. They also receive taught sessions focusing on
study skills and essay writing. The majority of the work is completed independently.
The EPQ can take two distinct formats – a written research project, or a physical artifact.
Research projects consist of a 5000 word essay on a topic of interest for the student. Artifacts
are more practical approaches to the process, and might be represented in the form of a film,
a piece of artwork, or a physical product that has been designed. Whichever format students
choose to adopt, they demonstrate their findings in a short presentation towards the end of
the process.
Tavistock College has successfully delivered the EPQ for the last five years, and we are
proud to be able to provide dedicated and experienced tutors to support students throughout
the process. Our excellent results have continued to improve each year, and are well above
national average.

Making Your Choices
The Process
Enclosed with this pack is an application form which includes a copy of our provisional ‘blocks’
(which subjects will be placed together and be taught at the same times). Students can choose
one option from each block. If a student’s ideal choices are not possible due to the current
blocks, please write this down on the form. We may be able to move subjects between blocks
if this does not affect the choices of other students.
The following pages summarise the courses that Tavistock College is offering. Our aim is
to run the broadest possible range of courses to the highest standard. Inevitably, all courses
are subject to demand. We collate students’ course choices from January onwards and then
decide which courses, if not all, are viable. In the unlikely event of a student’s choices being
problematic or unlikely to run, we liaise with them and their parents to inform them and discuss
their choices.
Students enroll officially after the Key Stage 4 results are issued in August 2017. The College
will host an enrolment day whereby all students wishing to join the Sixth Form will be given the
opportunity to confirm their choices (and place within the Sixth Form) in light of their GCSE results.
No student can have their course choices confirmed until this process has been completed.
If a student does not achieve 5 grade 5 GCSE grades including 4s or above in English and
mathematics, they are generally not able to move onto Level 3 (otherwise known as Key Stage
5) courses– i.e. A levels or Level 3 BTECs. Sometimes a student may not perform in English
and mathematics and achieve 3 grades in those subjects, but perform better in others. These
students may be allowed onto Key Stage 5 courses, but this is decided on a case by case basis,
and they will have to re sit English or mathematics GCSE
With the new curriculum some subjects have more mathematical content than they previously
have had. In this case it may be appropriate for students to study core mathematics in addition
to their 3 A-level subjects if they do not have a 5 or higher in mathematics. Core mathematics
will also supplement courses like geography, psychology, biology and chemistry well.

How Many Options Should I Choose?
In general, all students must take at least three A Level or Level 3 BTEC courses (bearing
in mind that some BTEC courses are double options that count as two courses). Some may
choose to study 4 subjects. Universities, including the prestigious ‘Russell Group’ and Oxbridge
universities, are concerned with students’ three top grades in their full A level results. Taking
three options does not therefore disadvantage a student’s future prospects.

English and Mathematics GCSE
All students will be given English and mathematics classes if they have not yet obtained a
GCSE grade of 4 or above in these subjects

The Application Process
Sixth Form
Open Evening
16th November 2017

Individual Advice and
Guidance Interviews
November, December 2017

Sixth Form
Application Deadline:
12 January 2018

Provisional Choices
confirmed
April 2018

Enrolment Date
Internal:
23 August - 10.30-14.00
External:
31 August - 9.00-10.30

6th Form Conference
2 July 2018
3 July 2018

Expectations
Attitude to Learning
We want all of our learners to be as positive
and aspirational about their studies and future
opportunities as we are.
Our Sixth Formers
should be punctual to registration and all of their
lessons, and be prepared to be actively involved
in their learning. We also have high expectations
that they will be involved in enrichment opportunities
that contribute to the wider school and/or local
community, such as sport or voluntary work.

Morning Registration
All Sixth Form students are expected to attend morning registration
periods with their tutors. This is an essential requirement, as we
have a purposeful and informative tutorial programme which
covers a broad range of skills and issues that Sixth Formers
need to be aware of, such as alcohol and drugs education, study
and revision skills, independent learning skills, and how to cope
with stress. In Year 13, there is also an enormous amount of
support and advice delivered through tutors for students’ next
steps. Failure to attend morning registrations could lead to a
student jeopardising their place in the Sixth Form, as we consider
tutor time an essential part of students’ pastoral growth.

Lesson Attendance
It is a non-negotiable expectation that Year 12 and 13 students make every possible effort to
attend all their lessons. This is essential for them to make proper progress on their chosen
courses. Failure to attend lessons without authorisation (such as illness or approved visits)
will put their place on that course at risk, and may even lead to students losing their place at
the College.

Behaviour
We
have
extremely
high
expectations of our Sixth Form
learners at the college. Our Year
12 and 13 students are seen as
role models for our younger year
groups and, as such, behaviour
and conduct must be of the highest
standard. We rarely have issues
with this. However, when needed,
action is taken swiftly and parents
notified.

Academic Monitoring and Support
Reports
Parents will receive regular academic “short reports” which give a
snapshot of the progress your son/daughter is currently making towards
their target grade. You will also receive a further full report each year,
which will include feedback and comments from the teachers.

Academic Monitoring and Support
After each report cycle, the Sixth Form team, as well as classroom
teachers will identify which students may need specialised intervention
and/or support if not making the expected progress. Depending on
the need of the student, this may be delivered through your son or
daughter’s tutor, classroom teacher or a member of the Sixth Form
team such as Mr Jacob. The effectiveness of this support will then be reviewed at the next
report cycle and adapted as necessary. We aim to keep parents updated regularly throughout
this process.

Pastoral Support
We would encourage your son/daughter to see
their tutor as the first port of call for any pastoral
concerns, such as attendance issues, illness, or
personal problems. However, students are also
very welcome to come and discuss any problems
with a member of the wider Sixth Form team or
one of their subject teachers. If further support
is required then we are able to make referrals to
a trained counsellor who works within school.

Financial Support
The College operates the 16-19 Bursary Fund, which aims to remove barriers to learning for
students from lower income backgrounds, such as transport costs, the costs of essential trips
and visits, and course equipment, such as textbooks or stationary. Applications are welcomed
from students living in households with an income of £25,000 or less per annum. There is
a short application form – available on the school
website or as a paper copy directly from the Sixth Form
Office – which explains the eligibility criteria and how to
apply. Evidence of income will be required. Any Post 16
student in receipt of free school meals is automatically
guaranteed support from the bursary fund. We also run
a transport funding scheme which aims to help meet
the full costs of school bus transport for all Post 16
learners on family incomes of less than £25,000 per
annum.

Academic Monitoring and Support
Information, Advice and Guidance for Sixth Form Students
We understand how daunting it can be planning your next steps, especially if you do
not have a really clear idea about what you want to do! At the College we have a wide range
of support services available to students in order to make the process of next step planning
more manageable. Tutors and Heads of Year should be the first port of call for students when
considering their future plans. We also have a specific person within the Senior Leadership
Team who co-ordinates work related learning, who is happy to help assist in the setting
up of work experience placements, apprenticeships and internship opportunities. One to one
appointments with a ‘Careers South-West’ adviser can be made via the Sixth Form team, offering
specialist careers advisory support. There are also a large number of events and information
evenings during the academic year for students and parents to gather information on student
finance, university applications, apprenticeships and foundation degrees. Trips and visits
include the annual UCAS Higher Education Conference, to which all Year 12 are taken, and
the Oxbridge Conference for anybody considering applying to Oxford or
Cambridge University.

Student Facilities
We are lucky to have some excellent facilities on offer to our Sixth Form, including the purposebuilt “Octagon” which is a place for our Sixth Formers to relax and unwind over a cup of coffee
or panini from the Sixth Form café. We also have two study rooms, equipped with computers, a
printer and a mini reference section which contains university and HE prospectuses, information
on apprenticeships as well as gap years and student finance. Our students are also very
welcome to use the main school library facilities, which have additional computers and stocks
a wide range of subject specific KS5 texts. As part of enrichment and recreation, Sixth Formers
are also encouraged to use our state of the art sports facilities and gym. Sport sessions are
supervised by PE teachers who lead training from the specialised coaching appropriate for
the first team Football and Netball teams to recreational sport, outdoor pursuits and fitness
sessions.

The Octagon

The Study Room

Student Leadership Opportunities
The Sixth Form Prefect Team
The Sixth Form Prefect Team is
selected in March/April of Year 12
and comprises a range of leadership
roles which affect the whole College.
The decision is based on student
applications followed by a formal
interview process with a panel of
adults. All of the leadership roles
are prestigious. They involve the
successful candidates representing
the college at public functions and
events such as open evenings,
parents evenings and Remembrance
services, as well as helping to
organise and support fundraising for local and national charities. The Head Boy and Girl and
other Prefects will also be expected to lead assemblies for other year groups, as well as take an
active part in the Sixth Form and College-wide Student Voice. We have been developing these
roles considerably in recent years and many exciting leadership opportunities are possible, from
running tutor based mentoring and reading mentoring schemes with lower years, to working
with even younger students in our feeder primary schools.
This year, with the revival of the College House system, we have elected Prefects as Heads of
House. The Heads of House are responsible for leading their designated house in all manner of
events, and act as mentors and role models for younger students within the College.
The Prefect Team also act as the voice of the student body, listening to and conveying any
concerns, as well as proposing ideas that might help to improve the College. The team are
also responsible for arranging projects and events, such as the Sixth Form “Tuck Shop”, a food
collection scheme to support the local food bank, and the all-important Y13 Prom. Being a part
of the Sixth Form Prefect Team is a great opportunity for students who really want to make a
difference to the Sixth Form, and have a chance to develop their teamwork and leadership
skills.

Other Leadership Opportunities
Beyond these positions, there are a range of
other ways in which students can help improve
their leadership skills. For example, through the
enrichment programme, students will be able to
opt into following formal leadership qualifications
in sports as well as dance. They will also have
the chance to become a part of the Future
Teachers Programme, as well as participate in
long established programmes such as Young
Enterprise and The Duke of Edinburgh Award.

How to Find Us
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Creative Arts
Fine Art
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a grade 6 in the chosen or an appropriate alternative artistic / graphic subject.

Course overview:
The first year of this course is an introduction to a range of artistic techniques, styles and concepts.
These will be taught through a series of workshops and a unit of coursework covering the assessment
objectives. The second year involves a more personal response which requires students to produce a
portfolio of work which will include a written critical study.
This is a highly creative course in which drawing, painting, sculpture, printing and photography are used
to produce artistic responses to projects.
60% of the overall mark is on-going coursework, which involves practical work leading to final outcomes.
Students need to explore a variety of artistic techniques and show the dedication needed to explore their
own ideas. The written critical study should reflect their own personal portfolio.
The remaining 40% is exam, which again is a practical task in which students respond to a set question
or starting point.
Students who are keen and passionate about Art and those with practical artistic skills will find this course
both rewarding and challenging. Students should be motivated and independent, able to manage their
own time and work well as a solo artist. Students should be keen to extend their artistic and research
skills.

How is the course assessed?
60% coursework and 40% practical exam (no written
paper), this will include on-going artistic sketch books as
well as final products in a range of mediums.

What are the progression routes?
Creative subjects play an important part in the modern
workplace as employers recognise the advantages of
creative thinkers. As well as degree options, there are
many options for jobs in such areas as education and the
media.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Photography, Performing Arts, Media Studies, Creative
Media, History.

Creative Arts
Creative Digital Media (incorporating Game Production)
Qualification: Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate
UCAS points equivalent*: max. 56 (grade Distinction*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades with Art, Creative Media or Photography qualifications being helpful although not essential.

Course overview:
Students who are keen to learn about the creative media and related industries will find this course
interesting and stimulating. Students should be well motivated, keen to work both independently and in
small groups, researching and creatively making a range of media works.
This vocational course will introduce students to an environment similar to the media industry. Students
work to commissions, to produce video games. The course tracks the process from creative inception,
pre-production, to designing, programming and marketing.
This is a highly creative course in which moving image and sound are the vehicles for students to
express themselves.
There are 4 units of study:
Pre Production
• Understand the requirements of pre-production for a video game.
• Carry out pre-production for a video game.
• Produce a pre-production portfolio for video game.
• Review pre-production of a video game.
Game Production
• Understand codes and conventions of video game production.
• Produce material for a video game of a specified genre.
• Play test and evaluate a video game of a specified genre.
Media Representations
• Timed on-screen examination covering all aspect of representations in the media.
Responding to a Commission
• This unit is a task set and marked by the exam board. Students will carry out research activities
completed in 5 hours under exam conditions.

What are the progression routes?
Creative subjects play an important part in the modern workplace as employers recognize the advantages
of creative thinkers. As well as
degree options, there are many
options for jobs in such areas as
education and the media.

Suggested Compatible
Subjects:
Photography, Performing Arts,
Media Studies, Art, English.

Creative Arts
Media Studies
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades. English at grade 5 or above is essential.

Course overview:
This course allows students to engage with a wide variety of media on an analytical level. It is divided
into three components:
• Component 1 – 35% exam
Students produce an in-depth study of nation newspapers aimed at different audiences, and explore the
representations in a range of contemporary music videos.
• Component 2 – 35% exam
Students research the business model of modern TV dramas on services such as Netflix in comparison
to trading TV drama production. Video games are also studied with an in-depth case study of Minecraft.
• Component 3 – 30% coursework
Students choose a media production brief to respond to, which might include TV production, web design,
or print production. They will produce all of the pre-production documentation for this product as if it was
a real media production.

How is the course assessed?
A combination of practical coursework (including online blog) and external exam, each worth 50% of the
final grade.

What are the progression routes?
University study or employment in areas of the media such as TV/film production, journalism, marketing
and advertising, including industries in which Information Communication Technology play a key part.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
English Literature and Language, Business Studies, Performance Studies and Psychology.

Creative Arts
Music
Qualification: Level 3 RSL Subsidiary Diploma - Music Practitioners
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade Distinction*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a merit or distinction in BTEC Music level 2 or a grade 5 or above in
Music GCSE. If you did not take music GCSE and are interested in this course please see Mr. Lambert
as other musical experience or qualifications may be considered.

Course overview:
The programme covers a broad basis of study for the music sector with a focus on performance, live
music performance and production, music theory and professional practice. The course comprises of
six units which will be some of which will be internally assessed assignments/performances and some
externally assessed set tasks.
Unit 1: Planning for a career in music
Familiarises learners with the processes
associated with effective career planning.
Providing opportunities to align/link overarching
career aims with the course, defining the way the
learner engages with their learning.
Unit 2: Live music performance
Refines live performance skills and develops
capacity to take ownership of the entire
performance process. Provides a range of
opportunities to refine performance skills through
live performance.
Unit 3: Digital recording and production
In an industry that is becoming increasingly
dependent on technology, students will have
an opportunities to use DAW (digital audio
workstations) and music recording equipment and
software to present their music in a professional
format as required by industry standards.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 4: Music promotion and event
management
Gain an understanding of what is meant by
the term ‘professional practice’. Understand
professional skills important in the industry by
managing and performing in a live music event.
Learn the importance of financial management
and effective interpersonal skills.
Unit 5: Session Musician
Develop the ability to operate effectively as an
instrumentalist/vocalist, developing strategies to
broaden musical horizons,increase flexibility and
promote versatility.
Opportunities to develop skills required to function
effectively as a session musician in a range of
environments, both live and in the studio.
Unit 6: Understanding music styles
Analysing the origin of musical styles through
research. Developing analytical understanding
of musical style development from musical,
historical and socio-economic perspectives.

Units 1 and 4 are marked externally by RSL. Units 2,3,5 and 6 are marked internally and moderated by
RSL. Assessment for each unit will be slightly different, there is a practical aspect to every unit that will
be recorded or filmed. Practice sessions need to be evidenced through diaries, videos, presentations
and tutor reports.

What are the progression routes?
A degree in music or musical theatre, teaching qualifications, sound engineering work/qualifications,
music school, West End pit work, cruise ships entertainment, composer, events management, songwriter,
performing artist, session musician, music producer, music engineer, live sound technician, concert
promoter, radio DJ, radio producer, event organiser.

Suggested compatible subjects:
Performance Studies, Art, Mathematics, Events Management, Public Services, Creative Media.

Creative Arts
Performing Arts
Qualification: Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended Cert in Performing Arts
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade Distinction*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum grade 5 in Drama GCSE, Dance GCSE, or a merit in BTEC Performing
Arts, Dance or BTEC Music. Alternative performance qualifications or courses such as: Dance Leaders,
LAMDA qualifications, Guildhall examinations, RDA qualifications or similar and production experience
will also be considered.

Course overview:
Students who are keen and passionate about performing arts and the related industries and those
with practical performance skills will find this course both rewarding and challenging. Students should
be motivated and independent, able to manage their own time and work well as a solo artist and in a
range of groups. Students should be keen to extend their performance, communication, creativity and
research skills alongside boost their confidence.
Unit 1: Preparing to Work in the Performing Arts Sector
Gather research about the real world of the Performing Arts cumulating in an audition piece or performance
pitch.
Unit 2: Proposal for a Performance Commission
Working as a performance company you will respond to an externally set commission, creating and
performing a cross arts piece of performance. You will review the process through continuous reflection.
Unit 3: Influential Performance Practice
Gather research about variety of performance genres, styles, periods and practitioners and their
developments aiming to create a performance piece reflecting your studies and in response to a given
stimulus.
Unit 4: Combined Arts
Explore and experiment in a cross arts fashion to bring up to date and perform an existing piece of cross
arts performance work. You will review the process through continuous reflection.
Unit 5: Performing Repertoire in your chosen Performing Art
Using your performance skills and a professional model present a piece from an existing work of your
choice.

How is the course assessed?
Unit 1 - externally assessed - audition/ pitch and supporting documentation
Unit 2 - externally assessed - proposal report and performance
Unit 3 - externally assessed - report and performance
Unit 4 - internally assessed and externally moderated - performance and continuous reflection
Unit 5 - internally assessed and externally moderated - performance and continuous reflection

What are the progression routes?
A degree in drama, dance, performing arts, musical theatre, performance work, teaching qualifications,
journalism, sound engineering work/qualifications, drama/dance school, TV and film work, directing,
casting agent, cruise ships entertainment, choreographer, events management, law, business, a diploma
in performing arts – the world is your oyster with a performing arts qualification.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Music BTEC, Art, Photography, Creative Media, Media Studies, English Literature and Language, Law,
Mathematics, History, Religious Studies, Sociology and Psychology.

Creative Arts
Photography
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades (you don’t have to have studied Photography GCSE to do the A level).

Course Overview:
The first year of this course is an introduction to a range of photographic techniques, styles and concepts.
These will be taught through a series of workshops and a unit of coursework covering the assessment
objectives. The second year involves a more personal response which requires students to produce a
portfolio of work which will include a written critical study.
This is a creative course where photography is used to create artistic responses. We cover all aspects
of photography: darkroom and film camera work, digital and Photoshop work as well as basic camera
skills and knowledge.
60% of the overall mark is coursework, which involves creative photographic responses to a range of
topics. Students need to explore a variety of photographic techniques and show the dedication needed
to explore their own ideas.
We have a fully equipped darkroom and a large range of both film and digital cameras for students to
use.
Photography suits students who are creative, have a good imagination and also excellent independent
working skills.

How is the course assessed?
60% coursework and 40% practical exam (no written paper). This will include on-going artistic work in
progress books as well as final products.

What are the progression routes?
Photography is one of the quickest growing fields in
the creative arts. As well as degree options, there
are many options for sports, music, fashion and
journalistic photography.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Art, Media Studies, Creative Media, Performing Arts,
Music, Sociology.

English
English Language
Qualification: GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including grade 6 in BOTH Literature and Language.

Course overview:
The course is a mixture of applied linguistics, theoretical linguistics and creative writing. As such, English
Language encourages students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of English, through learning
about its structures and its variations. It allows students to develop their ability to express themselves in
both speech and writing with increasing competence and sophistication; to encounter a varied range of
reading and to develop their skills of critical and attentive listening. Ultimately, the course will allow the
avid student to develop a better appreciation of their versatile and colourful ‘Mother Tongue’. Ultimately
the student of English Language will become a better judge of ‘good’ English and a skilled communicator.
Pupils will learn how to break apart the English language in detail; how language is used to create
representations and influence audiences; how language is affected and affects ideas around gender and
occupation; how language varies across time and place; how there is not a single English in the world,
but variations of “Englishes” (pupils will study, for example, how English is used in Japan to make pop
songs, for marketing and so on).
There are a number of elements to the course, such as:
• Language and representation.
• Language and gender.
• Language and occupation.
• Discourse.
• Language and variation – geographical change and change over time (back to 1600).
• Language acquisition (how children learn to speak and write).
• “Englishes” around the world.
There are two pieces of coursework:
• Independent investigation into language in use.
• A piece of creative writing, with a commentary explaining how
you wrote your text.

How is the course assessed?
There are three terminal exams, in the summer of Year 13 (80%);
there are pieces of coursework essay (20%).

What are the progression routes?
This subject supports university study or employment in fields such
as journalism, social sciences, law etc., teaching (including the
teaching English abroad, or primary education).

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
History, Law, English Literature, Media, Psychology, Sociology,
Modern Foreign Languages Performing Arts.

English
English Literature
Qualification: GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including grade 6 in BOTH Literature and Language. The Language grade is required
because the first assessment objective tests written fluency and knowledge of technical terms.

Course overview:
There are three exam components:
• Drama: 2 parts, 2hr 15mins, 60 marks.
• Prose: 1 part, 1hr, 40 marks.
• Poetry: 2 parts, 2hr 15mins, 60 marks.
There is one coursework component:
• Independent critical study.
Literature deals with the big human issues, and provides insight into how these have affected individuals
over the centuries. It requires reading at the highest level, with empathy, intuition and inference. You will
learn to write well about literature; this means maintaining organisation and clarity, while dealing with
issues that are complex and never black and white. If you can write well about poetry you can write well
about anything!
Year 12:
Pupils will study:
• Two plays – Othello (along with critical works
on the play) and Streetcar.
• A selection of Romantic poems (introduction
to poetry).
• Two novels connected by the theme of the
supernatural – Beloved and The Portrait of
Dorian Grey.

Year 13:
Pupils will study:
• Two anthologies of poetry – one modern
(2000+) and one from the Romantic
movement.
Pupils will also revise their novels and plays in
preparation for the exam.

Pupils will also complete:
• An independent module, in which you, the pupil, chose the texts and question you WANT to study
(if you like 1950s Beat Literature – go for it; if you like literary fantasy works, like those by Tolkien –
that’s fine). This is the coursework element of the course.
All exams are open book (clean copies) – though the critical anthology for the Shakespeare unit cannot
be taken into the exam.

How is the course assessed?
There are three terminal exams, in the summer of Year 13 (80%); there is one coursework essay (20%)

What are the progression routes?
This subject supports university study or employment in fields, such as journalism, social sciences, law
etc.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
History, Law, English Literature, Psychology, Sociology, Modern Foreign Languages, Performing Arts.

Humanities
Applied Business
Qualification: Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Business
UCAS points equivalent: max 56 (grade Distinction*)
Minimum entry requirements:
5 x 5-9 grades, including minimum level 5 in both English and Mathematics.
An Applied Business student must have the ability to work independently and meet deadlines. They
should enjoy producing coursework and possess good research skills.

Course overview:
Studying Applied Business at advanced level will give you an insight into the business world which
is ever changing and exciting. This course is based upon real business skills and has links to actual
businesses. It is designed to develop qualities businesses wish their employees to have and you are
encouraged to work in an independent manner, reflecting the way people work in most businesses. This
makes it an ideal course for progression into higher education and employment.

The units studied in Year 12 are:
• Unit 1- Financial Planning and Analysis
(externally assessed unit). In this unit you will
explore the financial issues an entrepreneur
would need to consider. You will also explore
the different forms of ownership a business
can take
• Unit 2 - Business Dynamics (internally
assessed coursework). In this unit you will
develop your understanding of business
organisations including how they use their
physical, human and financial resources to
achieve their goals.
• Unit 3 - Entrepreneurial Opportunities
(externally assessed assignment). In this
unit you will develop your understanding
of entrepreneurial and investigate how
individuals can exploit these through personal
enterprise.

The units studied in Year 13 are:
• Unit 4 - Managing and Leading People
(externally assessed unit). In this unit
you will investigate how managers can
organise, motivate and lead employees
through organisational change to achieve
objectives.
• Unit 5 -Developing a Business Proposal
(internally assessed). In this unit you will
develop a business proposal from an initial
idea. You will outline the marketing, operation,
human resources and financial plans for the
selected idea.
• Unit 8 - Marketing Communications (internally
assessed). In this unit you will develop a
marketing communications mix for your
business proposal.

How is the course assessed?
50% external assessment, 50% internally assessed coursework

What are the progression routes?
University study in business related topics including management, marketing, accountancy, human
resources, business law and business administration. Employment in any business related career
including management trainee programmes, accountancy, the hospitality industry, leisure industry,
banking and estate agency

Suggested compatible subjects:
Geography, History, Law, Mathematics; however Business Studies fits well in any programme of study
because all people work in a business organisation.

Humanities
Business Studies
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum B grade in Business Studies and a grade 5 in Mathematics. A
Business Studies student should have an interest in current affairs and an enquiring mind. They should
enjoy research, interpreting data and have a real desire to find out more about the world in which they
live.

Course overview:
This examined course will help you to develop a critical understanding of organisations and the markets
they serve. You will also understand the management and internal workings of businesses, thus providing
an overall view of how a business is run. You will develop an understanding of the challenges and issues
faced when starting a business and the entrepreneurial qualities required. You will also gain in depth
knowledge of the key financial concepts needed to start a business.
The course is focused on 4 themes. These are:
•
Theme 1 – Marketing and People. This unit investigates how businesses manage people and
issues involved in marketing.
• Theme 2 – Managing Business Activities. This unit focuses on many aspects involved in running
a business including financial planning, managing finance, resource management and external
influences.
•
Theme 3 – Business Decisions and Strategy. This unit is concerned with business objectives and
strategy. It includes decision making techniques, influences on business decision and managing
change.
• Theme 4 - Global Business. This unit focuses on global markets and investigates multinational
companies.

How is the course assessed?
100% exam

What are the progression routes?
University study in business related topics including
management, marketing, accountancy, human resources,
business law, business administration. Employment in any
business related career including management trainee
programmes, accountancy, the hospitality industry, leisure
industry, banking and estate agency.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Geography, History, Law, Mathematics; however Business
Studies fits well in any programme of study because all
people work in a business organisation.

Humanities
Geography
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum grade 6 in the chosen or other humanities subject. Due to the
mathematical content of the course it is desirable that students have at least a level 5 in Mathematics. If a
student has a grade 4 or lower in Mathematics they will need to study the Core Mathematics qualification
alongside their Geography A Level.
This course will suit students who possess an enquiring mind and a passion to learn about the world
around them.

Course Overview:
This varied course investigates a range of social, physical, environmental, economic and cultural issues
at a range of local, national and global scales. Throughout the course students will develop a range of
geographical skills which enable them to analyse a variety of issues and evaluate different viewpoints.
Units studied include:
• Hazardous environments.
• Coastal landscapes.
• Water and energy issues.
• Globalisation and superpowers.
• Population, migration and global governance.

How is the course assessed?
A combination of exams and written investigation style coursework make up the A Level:
Human Geography exam – 30%		
Physical Geography exam – 30%
Synoptic issues based exam – 20%
Coursework investigation – 20%

What are the progression routes?
A Level Geography can be accepted as either a science or an arts subject at universities and is seen as
a highly respected A Level by universities.
The skills developed are helpful in a number
of careers including environmental, water
resource and transport management, urban
planning, and many IT roles requiring an
understanding of GIS patterns.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
As a Humanities subject, it combines well
with History and Business Studies. Other
subjects include Psychology, English,
Modern Languages and Mathematics.

Humanities
History
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum Entry Requirements:
5 x 5-9 grades with a minimum grade 6 in History.
Students that study History should have an interest in the way that the world has developed through the
ages and an enquiring mind. They should enjoy debate and like putting forward a well-argued case. They
should have a wish to improve their analytical skills, the ability to work independently in carrying out their
own research and enjoy the study of evidence with the view to make up their own minds.

Course overview:

The units studied in Year 12 are:
• Unit 1 – The Wars of the Roses (1445-85) and
the reign of Henry VII (1485-1509) – source and
essay paper (25%). The focus of this unit is the
struggle between the Houses of Lancaster and
York in the civil war known as the Wars of the
Roses. Following this, students will study the
reign of the first Tudor monarch Henry VII.
• Unit 2 – Italy 1896-1945 – short answer/essay
paper (15%) The main focus of this unit is the
early neutrality of Italy and subsequent entry
into WW1, Fascist Italy under Mussolini 192543 and an in-depth study of Mussolini’s Foreign
Policy.

The units studied in Year 13 are:
• Unit 3 – Rebellion and Disorder under the
Tudors (1485-1603) – source and essay
paper (40%). This unit focuses on the causes,
frequency, nature and extent of disorder in
England and Ireland during the Tudor period.
The following rebellions are studied in depth:
Pilgrimage of Grace, Western Rebellion and
Tyrone’s rebellion
• Unit 4 – Russia 1856-1964*(20%) (Coursework
– one extended essay). The unit focuses on the
nature of Tsarist rule, the structure of the Soviet
system, the attempt to reform Stalin’s Russia
to 1956 and a comparison between Dictators,
communist leaders and Tsars.

*If your target grade for History A level is an A grade – you may have the opportunity to choose your own
coursework study programme of a period of History that particularly interests you.

How is the course assessed?
Year 13 – 3 exams in the summer (Unit 1 (25%), Unit 2 (15%), Unit 3 (40%) and Coursework (20%).

What are the progression routes?
History is a well-respected academic subject
which provides a sound foundation for many
careers. There are the obvious ones like
museum work, archaeology, conservation
and history teaching but there are many other
careers where historians excel – architecture,
banking, economics, journalism, law, marketing,
publishing and social work (to name a few).

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
As a humanities subject, it combines well
with Geography and Business Studies. Other
subjects include Psychology, English, Modern
Languages and Mathematics.

Humanities
Law
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5x5-9 grades including a minimum grade of a 5 in History or English Language. Students must be
capable of analysing complex cases in accurate detail. They must be interested in current affairs, and
be prepared to work hard.

Course Overview:
Law is an academic subject that combines well with a range of other subjects and can also act as an
introduction to the work of the legal profession. The course is ideal for students who have an interest in
current affairs and a desire to understand the place of law in society. Through discussions, debate, role
play and analysis of a range of material you will develop the ability to reason and appreciate various
points of view. The course also incorporates court visits and an introduction to a range of professionals
and the possibility of work experience.

How is the course assessed?
Students are assessed on each unit of work through an externally marked exam. Exams are taken
in June of Year 13. There is no coursework element to this course. In addition to this, Law teachers
regularly monitor and assess students in class through practice papers, timed questions, presentations
and home learning activities. Revision classes are offered in the lead up to exams, in lesson time as well
as lunchtimes/after school when possible.

What are the progression routes?
Students usually progress to higher education to read Law as a single discipline or to combine it with
subjects such as Psychology, English, Modern Languages or History. Graduates tend to pursue careers
in the legal profession, accounting, government services or business management.
Other employment in a law related career includes: police, probation, civil service, Home Office, business
and finance, media and teaching.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
As a Humanities subject, it combines
well with History, Geography and
Business Studies. Other subjects
include Psychology, English, Modern
Languages and Mathematics.

Mathematics
Core Mathematics
Qualification: Level 3 Certificate in Mathematics in Context
UCAS points equivalent: max. 20 (grade A)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including grade 5 or above in Mathematics GCSE.

Course overview:
This is a 2 year course which builds on students’ mathematical understanding and skills in the application
of mathematics. It builds on a broader base of mathematical understanding for skills to support the
mathematical content in other level 3 qualifications such as Biology, Business Studies, Computing,
Geography, Psychology, Applied Science, Business, Health and Social Care and IT. This course also
helps to prepare students for the range of varied contexts that they are likely to encounter in vocational
and academic study, future employment and life. You will study the application of statistics, probability,
linear programming and sequences and growth.
Do note that this qualification does not give you full UCAS points so you may want to select this
as a fourth option if you intend apply to university.

How is the course assessed?
Students will take 2 examinations in the summer (1 hour 40 minutes each). Calculators are allowed for
both papers and a formula sheet is supplied.

What are the progression routes?
Core mathematics provides a sound mathematical basis for students who want to study subjects at
university which contain a mathematical element who do not want to study mathematics. This means
courses like Psychology, Biology, Sports Science and Geography.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Biology, Business Studies, Computing, Geography, Psychology, Applied Science, Business, Health and
Social Care and IT. Core Mathematics is not compatible with other Mathematics A-Levels.

Mathematics
Mathematics
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A-Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including grade 6 or above in Mathematics GCSE.

Course overview:
This is a 2 year course where students study pure mathematics and applied mathematics modules in
each year. This course builds on the mathematics students have studied up to GCSE level. Through
the core modules they will learn to apply mathematics to a range of problems from the real world as they
develop their skills in a range of mathematical disciplines including: algebra, trigonometry, geometry,
calculus and probability. The use of statistical methods has grown considerably in recent years and this
course includes a module studying these methods. This supports students with a growing number of
courses and careers which require knowledge of statistical methods. The other applied mathematics
module in this course is mechanics. This includes methods to consider the effect of forces on systems
both static and moving.

How is the course assessed?
All assessment is by examination. 3 exams each 2 hours long, 2 papers for pure mathematics and 1
applied mathematics. The applied mathematics paper is split 50:50 between mechanics and statistics.

What are the progression routes?
A-level Mathematics supports many higher education courses as well as leading to the study of
Mathematics itself. A growing number of courses and careers require knowledge of statistical methods.
A qualification in Mathematics can lead to a wide variety of careers from architect, accountant, actuary,
banker, business manager, engineer, economist, mathematical modeller, statistician, teacher and many
more.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Mathematics is compatible with most other subjects from Physics to Performing Arts and all in between.

Mathematics
Further Mathematics
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A-Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including grade 7 or above in Mathematics GCSE.

Course overview:
This is a 2 year course where students study a range of further pure and applied modules in each year.
Students who take this course must also take Mathematics. Further Mathematics broadens and deepens
students’ understanding of the subject and is ideal preparation for anybody contemplating a university
degree course in Mathematics. The pure mathematics modules further develop the disciplines studied
in Mathematics: algebra, trigonometry, geometry, calculus and probability. In addition students study
further applied modules in statistical methods and mechanics. They also study decision mathematics.
This is a relatively new area of Mathematics which studies the algorithms used in computer programmes
which solve many real world problems. There is flexibility in the choice of the final applied modules in
the second year of the course. They can be chosen to support the students’ interests and prospective
university courses.

How is the course assessed?
Four exams each 1.5 hours long. There will be 2 further pure mathematics papers and options which
will consist of choices from further pure, further statistics, further mechanics or decision mathematics.

What are the progression routes?
Any of the careers listed under Mathematics.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Students must also study A-level Mathematics.

Modern Foreign Languages
Japanese
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum Entry Qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades, including a minimum A grade in Japanese.

Course overview:
You will study reading and writing Japanese in more detail in order to read, understand and extract
information from authentic written passages in Japanese. You will translate and write essays on a variety
of topics in Japanese. The course is divided into two units. Unit 1 is studied in Year 12 and Unit 2 is
studied in Year 13 as outlined below:
• Unit 1 Understanding and Written Response.
Section 1: read three passages in Japanese and then answer questions about them in Japanese.
Section 2: read a passage in Japanese and translate it into English.
Section 3: read a short printed text for a task such as writing an e-mail; report or article in Japanese
answering questions. The task involves writing around 300/350 characters.
• Unit 2 Understanding, Written Response and Research.
Section 1: a. read a text in Japanese and answer questions in Japanese; b. translate a piece of
contemporary text from English into Japanese.
Section 2: in advance of the examination choose a topic and a text. There will be a choice of 2 questions
on the selected topic and text. You can choose to answer either question and your answer should be
at least 400-450 characters.

How is the course assessed?
100% examination taken at the end of Year 13.

What are the progression routes?
Language qualifications are always attractive to university admissions tutors and employers. Possible
careers include leisure and tourism, teaching, banking, business, translating/interpreting, politics and
international law.

Suggested compatible subjects:
The study of a modern foreign language is beneficial within any combination of subjects.

Modern Foreign Languages
Spanish
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry requirements:
5 x 5-9 grades at GCSE and a grade 6 in French, or other life experience in French. Grade 4 in English
and Mathematics.
Context
The Spanish A Level course builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE.
It
constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society. It fosters a range of
transferable skills, including communication, critical thinking and creativity which can be applied in future
academic, professional and social contexts.

Course overview

You will:
• Increase your range of vocabulary and
improve your understanding of grammar.
• Learn from a native speaker and have the
opportunity to travel to Spain.
• Watch films and read Spanish literature.
• Study a period of recent Spanish history.
• Research an area of particular interest in
your independent research project.
• Learn about many aspects of contemporary
Spain and the Spanish speaking world.
• Acquire a deeper cultural awareness of
Spanish speaking communities.

1st Year
Topics include the changing nature of the family,
the world of work, tourism, music & popular
culture, festivals and traditions, the impact of
the media.
2nd Year
The focus will be on the historical perspective of
immigration in Spain and contemporary Spanish
multicultural society.
You will also study the Spanish Civil War: the
rise of Franco, daily life under dictatorship and
the transition to democracy.

How is the course assessed?
Component 1:
Listening, Reading & Translation - 40% of qualification - 2 hours
• Listening assessment based on a range of recordings with comprehension questions.
• Reading assessment based on a variety of texts and genres with comprehension questions.
• Translation task from Spanish to English.
Component 2:
Writing & Translating - 30% of qualification - 2H40
• Translation task from English to Spanish.
• 2 essays based on a literary work and a film from the prescribed list.
Component 3:
Speaking - 30% of qualification - 21 – 23 minutes
• Discussion on a theme, based on a stimulus containing 2 different statements.
• Presentation & discussion based on an independent research project.

What are the progression routes?
You could go on to study at university, whether you choose to specialise in Spanish or combine the
language with another subject; you may even be offered the opportunity to study or do work experience
in a Spanish-speaking country. If you choose to start work after A Levels, languages are always attractive
to employers, particularly in business, tourism and banking.
Languages are also in demand in many careers such as translating, interpreting and language teaching
and can be combined with other areas of interest such as journalism, broadcasting, engineering and
international law. Knowing a foreign language at A Level standard will be a valuable asset in the workplace
of the future.

Physical Education
Sport
Qualification:
UCAS points equivalent:
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate: max. 56 (grade Distinction*)
BTEC Level 3 Foundation Diploma: max 112 (grade Distinction* Distinction*)
This course may be selected either as a single option, equating to a level 3 extended certificate (10
hours per fortnight) or as a double option, equating to a full foundation diploma (20 hours per fortnight).

Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including some knowledge through sports related courses and qualifications.

Course Overview:
The BTEC qualifications in Sport have been designed to build on learning from Key Stage 4 and for
those who may wish to explore a vocational route at level 3 alongside other A-Level studies. This course
has been developed to allow both progressions for those students who studied BTEC Sport at level 2 as
well as a new opportunity for those students who have an interest in the sports industry.
In the extended certificate you will study 4 units of varied topics. The 3 mandatory units to be studied
will include:
•
•
•

Principles of anatomy and physiology
in sport.
Fitness training and programming for
health, sport and well-being.
Professional development in the
sports industry.

How is the course assessed?

The other areas of study included in the extended
certificate and foundation diploma will come from:
• Fitness testing.
• Practical sports performance.
• Sports leadership.
• Sports event organisation
• Business and sport
• Coaching for sports performance.
• Sports psychology.

The assessment approach for these BTEC qualifications allows students to receive feedback on their
progress throughout the course as they provide evidence towards meeting the unit assessment and
grading criteria. It is important that during the course students take on the role of being employed within
the sport and active leisure industry when completing assignments.
This is be achieved firstly by setting assignments with a scenario which reflects tasks/projects that sports
employees would be undertaking in the workplace. Evidence for assessment may be generated through
a range of activities including workplace assessment, role play and presentations.
The assessment on this course is also taken from a
written exam which is externally assessed and a prereleased task which is again assessed externally.

What are the progression routes?
This course has the potential to lead into a range of
careers in the sports and leisure industry by means
of direct employment or further education in sports
science, teaching or coaching.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
The Sport BTEC combines particularly well with
Biology.

Science
Biology
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades to include a minimum grade 6 in GCSE Biology or grade 6 in Core and Additional Science,
plus grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English (Literature or Language).

Course Overview:
Biology provides a unique insight into the working of the world around us. Starting with an in depth look
at how cells work and the role of biological molecules, these basic skills are then built upon to explain
complex processes like respiration, photosynthesis and cell division.
There is a vast amount of content covered and a lot of new language to grasp, but this is an engaging
subject where students can readily apply the knowledge gained to what they observe around them. They
will use current scientific theory to debunk Biological myths and look at relevant problems of today such
as the human impact on the environment and ecosystems, and the use of genetic engineering, cloning
and biotechnology.
This is a fascinating course: intellectually rigorous and stimulates an appreciation of how society makes
ethical decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy
and society.

How is the course assessed?
100% external examination at the end of the
second year, in 3 exams. Practical endorsement
which is internally assessed and is included as
part of the course.

What are the progression routes?
Higher education courses which are possibly
science related, in particular: biotechnology,
medicine, nursing, environmental science,
pharmacology and veterinary science.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, Geography,
Psychology, Sociology, Sport.

Science
Chemistry
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades, plus a grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or Double Science, plus grade 6 or above in GCSE
Mathematics.

Course overview:
Chemistry is a demanding A level which is highly respected by a wide range of universities. Looking at
everything from atomic structure through organic chemistry to entropy and enthalpy, chemistry looks
at the reactions in the world around us to understand how we use them and predict what will happen.
Although the practical component is assessed separately, practical work still forms a large basis for
Chemistry and is used to exemplify the theoretical work students complete. Chemistry is a course for
those who enjoy a challenge in understanding more topics in depth – you won’t look at atoms in the
same way again!

How is the course assessed?
100% external examination at the end of the second year, in 3 exams. Practical endorsement which is
internally assessed and is included as part of the course.

What are the progression routes?
Essential for medicine and veterinary science. Higher education studies at degree level. Physical science
and biomedical science studies. Science related work.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Biology, Physics, Mathematics, in fact just about
any other subject, as it provides a well-respected
qualification.

Science
Physics
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum Entry Qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades. A minimum grade 6 in GCSE Physics or Double Science, plus grade 6 or above in GCSE
Mathematics.

Course Overview:
The course is a 2 year programme, which provides a wide ranging look at a variety of topic areas in
Physics. Building on the knowledge gained at GCSE, it studies topics from forces and motion through to
quantum physics, the structure of matter and astrophysics. Physics sets out to look at the world around
us and then use this information to identify patterns and predict what happens in the future. Strongly
based around mathematical work, it often predicts outcomes in a numerical or equation fashion. Physics
is the course for those who want to better understand the universe around them.

How is the course assessed?
100% external examination at the end of the second year, in 3 exams. Practical endorsement which is

internally assessed and is included as part of the course.

What are the progression routes?

Higher education courses, possibly science related. These include: Physics, Astrophysics, Mathematics,
Natural Science, Engineering – of all types!

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Biology, Chemistry, Computing, Mathematics, in fact just about any other subject, as it provides a wellrespected qualification.

Science
Applied Science
Qualification: Level 3 BTEC National Extended Certificate
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade Distinction*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades, grade 5 or above in Double or Triple Science, plus grade 5 or above in GCSE Mathematics.

Course Overview:
The course consists of 4 units to be done over 2 years. These include:
• Principles and Applications of Science I – This includes a wide range of science topics from Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. Aimed at providing a broad overview of a variety of aspects of science, it is
assessed by an external exam.
• Practical & Scientific Procedures – This unit looks at providing a fundamental underpinning to carrying
out practical techniques within a laboratory. Internally assessed, this allows students to hone and
improve their skills over time.
• Science Investigation Skills – The title of this unit is the description. This unit will encourage and help
students to understand how to investigate topics in science. Encouraging them to consider how we
can approach topics in a rigorous fashion, it is assessed via externally set and marked coursework
• The fourth unit is optional and will be decided in conjunction with the class. It is internally assessed.

How is the course assessed?
25% external exam, 33% externally set coursework, 42% internally set coursework.

What are the progression routes?
Scientists work in industry, the health service, government establishments and educational institutions.
Fields of work include research and development and scientific analysis, and there are job opportunities
in almost every industry, from food and drink to pharmaceuticals.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Geography, Psychology, Sociology, Health and Social Care.

Social Studies
Psychology
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum B grade in Psychology if it was studied at GCSE level, grade 5 or
above in science and grade 5 or above in English and Mathematics.

Course overview:
We all like to speculate about why people behave as they do and we try to find reasons for their behaviour.
The fascinating subject of Psychology does this in a scientific way. Students will learn to design and
run scientific investigations into human behaviour and will develop their skills to analyse and critically
evaluate theories put forward to explain our own and others behaviour. Topics covered in the first year
include mental illness, obedience, attachment, memory and stress amongst others. In the second year
a variety of topics will be covered in more depth from topics including addiction, schizophrenia, eating
behaviour and aggression. This well respected academic A-level is a useful subject for a wide range of
degrees and, apart from the content itself, incudes skills that students will find important in the future
such as critical evaluation and the use of research to inform theories.

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed using written examinations only, there is no coursework. There are three
examinations in total at the end of the two years. Each examination is 2 hours in length and includes a
range of multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions.

What are the progression routes?
Students have gone on to study a wide range of degrees including law, business, medicine, nursing,
drama, and teaching. There are also a variety of psychology degrees including forensic and criminal
psychology.
Careers in Psychology include forensics, counselling,
educational psychologist, clinical psychology.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Psychology works well with most subjects including
English, RS, Sciences, History, Law and Art.

Social Studies
Religious Studies – Ethics with Philosophy
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum grade 6 in RS GCSE and grade 5 or above in English.

Course overview:
Religious Studies is a wide ranging course that develops skills which enable students to think
independently, and to analyse and evaluate ideas rationally and objectively. It also helps to develop the
skills of communication and debate. Topics covered over the 2 year course include:
Philosophy and religion, including: arguments for the existence of God, evil and suffering, religious
experience, religious language, miracles, self and life after death, the nature and function of religion.
The dialogue between philosophy and religion: how religion is influenced by, and influences, the
philosophy of religion in relation to the issues studied.
Ethics and religion including: ethical theories, issues of human life and death, issues of animal life and
death, introduction to meta ethics, free will and moral responsibility, conscience, Bentham and Kant.
The dialogue between ethical studies and religion: how religion is influenced by, and influences, ethical
studies in relation to the issues studied.

How is the course assessed?
This course is assessed at the end of Year 13 by 2 exams.

What are the progression routes?
A degree level course in a number of subjects such as Philosophy or Religious Studies and the skills
acquired will be useful for a number of careers including teaching, youth work, journalism, civil service
to name but a few.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
The medical ethics aspect could be of interest to those studying science.
Psychology, Sociology, Law, English and History.

Compatible subjects include

Social Studies
Sociology
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum grade 5 or above in English.

Course Overview:
Sociology is the study of human behaviour in groups. It examines what is needed to allow us to get
along together, and the divisions and prejudices that keep our society from being more united. We look
at changes in family life, education, crime, religion and research methods. By studying topics like these,
sociologists create theories to help explain human behaviour and how society functions.
Sociology is a new subject for most students. It will help you to understand the world in which you live
and your place in it. You will learn to think analytically, assess evidence, design research, and become
skilled at presenting arguments, both orally and in written form.
The units studied at A level are:
• Education with Theory and Methods
• Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods
• Topics in Sociology: Families and Households, Beliefs in Society

How is the course assessed?
All units are assessed by written data response examinations.

What are the progression routes?
Higher level study or employment in management training, teaching, market research, public relations,
the legal profession, psychology, social work, youth work, journalism, the police, probation services,
nursing, catering, the civil service and human resources.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Religious Studies, History, Law, Psychology, Media Studies.

Technology and Computing
Computing
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade A*)
Minimum Entry Qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum grade 5 in Computing or Science GCSE, alongside grade 5 or above
in Mathematics GCSE.

Course Overview:
The aims of this qualification are to enable learners to develop:
• An understanding and ability to apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science,
including: abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation.
• The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such
problems, including writing programs to do so.
• The capacity to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically.
• The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer science.
• Mathematical skills.
The course has 3 components:
• Computer Systems: software and it’s development; types of programing language; data types,
representation and structure; exchanging data and web technologies; following algorithms; using
Boolean Algebra; legal, moral and ethical issues.
• Algorithms & Programming: elements of computational thinking; programming & problem solving;
pattern recognition, abstraction and decomposition; algorithm design and efficiency; standard
algorithms.
• Programming project: a user driven programming solution for a third party involving problem analysis,
design of the solution, implementation, testing and evaluation of the final product.

How is the course assessed?
Two written examinations making up 80% of the qualification and a coursework task providing the final
20%. At A Level all assessments are carried out at the end of the two years.

What are the progression routes?
This course is excellent preparation for those students intending to pursue computing studies at degree
level, or for anyone considering any kind of career in computing.

Suggested compatible subjects:
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics.

Technology and Computing
Food Science and Nutrition
Qualification: Level 3 Diploma
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade Distinction*)
Minimum Entry Qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades. GCSE in Food Technology, Biology, Sociology or PE are not essential but an advantage.

Course Overview:
Students develop and apply an understanding of the science of food safety, nutrition and nutritional
needs in a wide variety of contexts. Practical work is completed regularly and sills are developed
to produce quality food dishes that meet the needs of individuals. The course uses applied learning
methods to offer exciting and interesting experiences in purposeful, work related contexts and is linked
to the food industry. Students have to consider how to use and apply their knowledge and the impact it
can have on themselves, other individuals, employers, society and the environment.

How is the course assessed?
Learners complete three units, which is split into two key areas of assessment:
Internal Assessments, putting together a detailed portfolio of work which meets the required learning
outcomes, and includes topics such as Meeting Nutritional Needs of Specific Groups, Food Safety,
Experimenting to Solve Food Production Problems and Current issues in Food Science and Nutrition.
External Assessments:
Part 1 is a 90 minute exam split into 3 sections, Section A is short answer questions, Section B Is
extended answer questions and Section C relates to a case study. This is based on Meeting Nutritional
Needs of Specific Groups. This can be sat in June.
Part 2 is an 8 hour timed and supervised assignment set by the exam board and focuses on Ensuring
Food is Safe to Eat, and is completed in May.

What are the progression routes?
Employment opportunities in Food Technology are very varied, appealing to all (people will always need
food!) and this course is a good starting point for a career in the industry, via higher education or direct
entry into employment. It will also help develop analytical and problem
solving skills which are transferable in many areas and courses.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Business Studies and other similar courses are particularly compatible,
particularly with direct employment. Many of the subject’s skills are
transferable and food is a subject/skill for life.

Technology and Computing
Health and Social Care
Qualification: BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate
UCAS points equivalent: max. 56 (grade Distinction*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades, including grade 5 or above in English and Mathematics

Course Overview:
This 2 year course focuses on the education and training for Health and Social Care. It is wide ranging,
preparing students for a variety of good quality jobs and also the opportunity to apply for higher education.
This course is equivalent to one A’ Level and has been created to give you a very broad understanding
of the health and social care sector in a very practical way. Throughout the course you will undertake a
number of research projects which will link into your practical placements which will enable you to apply
your technical knowledge to realistic work situations.

The core units of study include:
• Human lifespan Development

• Working in Health & Social Care
• Meeting Individual Care and Support
• Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care

Professional Practices
Over the two years you will experience different work placements with elderly/children or vulnerable
people.

How is the course assessed?
There are 2 external exams with are set by BTEC for 2 of the core units. All the remaining units of study
are assessed through internal set assignments.

What are the progression routes?
This course carries UCAS points- courses often studied at further education include Children, Welfare
and Society/Social work/Teacher training/ and
nursing (if combined with a science A Level)

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Sociology, Religious Studies,
Science, Biology, Psychology.

Applied

Technology and Computing
Design Technology – Product Design
‘Proudly in partnership with ‘Sustainable Product Design’ at
Qualification: Level 3 GCE A Level
UCAS points equivalent: max 56 (grade A*)
Minimum entry qualifications:
5 x 5-9 grades including a minimum B grade or grade 6 in the chosen (or appropriate alternative) subject.

Course Overview:
During the course, students will be given the unique opportunity to identify and solve real life problems
by designing and making products in a wide range of contexts, relating to their personal interests. This
course develops student’s interdisciplinary skills and their capacity for imaginative, innovative thinking,
creativity and independence. Students will also learn to develop a range of new techniques and processes
beyond the scope of GCSE level, whilst also gaining an understanding of how commercial factors affect
various levels of production.
The special strength of this subject is the requirement to link theory and practice with project work.
Students will undertake a substantial project each year requiring them to demonstrate the integration of
designing and making skills, and theoretical knowledge and understanding.

How is the course assessed?
This course is divided into 4 units over the 2 years. In Year 12 the assessment comprises of a written
examination (20%) and a Design and Make Task (30%). In Year 13 students undertake a written
examination (20%) and a Major Project (30%).

What are the progression routes?
Employment or design related further education and higher education courses. Career aspirations may
include: design, interior design, product design, 3D design, architecture and engineering.

Suggested Compatible Subjects:
Mathematics, Physics, Fine Art,
Engineering.

