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ABOUT US
“The Sixth Form is good because the 
skilful teaching enables students to 
achieve well”

“Sixth Form students model good 
standards of behaviour and attitudes 
around the college frequently taking 
a lead on whole school projects such 
as raising money for charity”

“Leadership of the Sixth Form is 

good and improving.  Teaching and 
learning are often outstanding”

“Students make very good progress 
in most courses in the Sixth Form”

“The College offers an impressive 
range of activities to raise aspirations, 
especially for the most able, includ-
ing residential trips to universities 
from Year 7 through to Year 13”

“I have really appreciated how the teachers treat the stu-
dents more like adults within the Sixth Form community”

“Moving to the College has been one of the most 
positive experiences of my education so far.  The wel-

come from staff and students from day one made me 
feel part of a community”

“Tavistock College Sixth Form has allowed me to grow as a 
person, becoming much more confident and independent 
than I’d ever expected”

WHAT OFSTED SAY

WHAT STUDENTS SAY

“The College is reaching out to engage with parents”

“Teachers know students well and have passion for their 
subject”

“Students know who to see or where to go to get support or help to sort 
any issues, pastoral, academic or UCAS support” 

“Great opportunities to go on trips abroad – Japan, sports tour and Venice”

WHAT PARENTS SAY



WELCOME
I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish you a very warm welcome to 
Tavistock College Sixth Form. We are 
proud of the breadth and quality of 
our provision, and of how we prepare 
young adults for their futures, in high-
er education or in the world of work. 
This year the curriculum and enrich-
ment offer remains broad and wide 
ranging and we hope there is some-
thing to excite and enthuse everyone.

In recent years, we have seen sus-
tained success and significant pro-
gress with our Key Stage 5 results. Our 
most recent results place us in the 
top 25% of similar Colleges national-
ly. Around 65% of our leavers choose 
to progress on to university or other 
forms of higher education (over 20% 
of these into Russell Group univer-
sities) and we support others to go 
into work or work related training / 
apprenticeships. In the most recent 
Ofsted report, the Sixth Form was 
judged as “Good” in every single cat-
egory, with the potential to be “Out-
standing”. We are constantly striving 
to improve standards even further 
and offer a holistic experience which 
will benefit students when they leave.

The curriculum offers range and 
breadth and is tailored to meet the 
needs and interests of our students. 
However, it also takes into consid-
eration the demands of the modern 
workplace and universities, offering 
a range of enrichment opportunities 
that will help build the skills of

resilience, leadership, health and fit-
ness, communication and self-man-
agement. As a college, 
we feel that it is equal-
ly essential for our 
students to devel-
op these personal 
qualities, as well as 
gaining outstanding 
qualifications, which 
is why there is an “en-
richment” element for every student. 
Details on these opportunities  can be 
found further on in the prospectus. 

Sixth Form tutors are skilled and expe-
rienced in guiding students through 
their studies and in application pro-
cesses, such as UCAS and appren-
ticeships. We have extensive facilities 
which include a Sixth Form café, the 
Octagon, which serves hot food all 
day and two study rooms available 
only to Sixth Form.

The most important requirements for 
entry to Tavistock College Sixth Form 
are a positive, committed attitude 
and a passion for learning. If you have 
questions about the 
courses we offer and 
whether they are 
appropriate for 
you, please don’t 
hesitate to get in 
touch.

TOM GALLI
Director of Sixth Form

t.galli@tavistockcollege.org



Enclosed with this pack is an appli-
cation form which includes a copy of 
our provisional list of options on offer. 
Students must choose the 
three subjects they wish to 
study. Our aim is to run 
the broadest possible 
range of courses to 
the highest stand-
ard. Inevitably, all 
courses are subject to 
demand. We allocate 
students’ course choices 
from January onwards and 
then decide which courses, 
if not all, are viable. In the event of a 
student’s choices being problematic 
or unlikely to run, we liaise with them 
and their parents to inform them and 
discuss their choices.  Students enrol 

officially after the Key Stage 4 results 
are issued in August. The College will 
host an enrolment day whereby all 

students wishing to join the 
Sixth Form will be given 

the opportunity to con-
firm their choices (and 

place within the Sixth 
Form) in light of 
their GCSE results. 

No student can have 
their course choices 

confirmed until this pro-
cess has been completed.

If a student does not achieve 
5 grade 5 GCSE grades including 4s or 
above in English and mathematics, 
they are generally not able to move 
onto Level 3 (otherwise known as 
Key Stage 5) courses.  Sometimes a 

COURSES
A-LEVEL
The A Level, or “Advanced Level” is the standard and most com-
mon, academic qualification. All A Level qualifications consist 
of a two year programme of study, and offer a range of differ-
ent assessment formats including coursework elements and 
end of course external examinations.

BTEC
BTECs are vocational qualifications designed to give students the 
skills they need to either move on to higher education or go 
straight into employment. They are more suited to practical 
learners who are well-organised and good at collecting and 
collating evidence of their learning, allowing the students to 
develop deep, specialist, practical skills and understanding. All 
BTECs now include timed examinations. Students who take up 
a vocational course will have the opportunity to undertake work experience.

MAKING YOUR CHOICES



student may not perform in English 
and mathematics and achieve 3 

grades in those subjects, but 
perform better in others. 
These students may be al-

lowed onto Key Stage 5 cours-
es, but this is decided on a case 

by case basis, and they will have to 
re sit English or mathematics GCSE.

With the new curriculum some sub-
jects have more mathematical content than they pre-
viously have had. In this case it may be appropriate for 
students to study core mathematics in addition to their 3 
A-level subjects if they do not have a 5 or higher in math-
ematics. Core mathematics will also supplement courses like 
geography, psychology, biology and chemistry well.

HOW MANY CHOICES?
In general, all students must take at least three A Level 
or Level 3 BTEC courses (bearing in mind that some BTEC 
courses are double options that count as two courses). Some 
may choose to study 4 subjects. Universities, including the 
prestigious ‘Russell Group’ and Oxbridge universities, are 
concerned with students’ three top grades in their full A 
level results. Taking three options does not therefore dis-
advantage a student’s future prospects.

ENGLISH AND MATHEMATICS
All students will be giv-

en English and math-
ematics classes if 

they have not 
yet obtained a 

GCSE grade of 4 
or above in these 

subjects
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ACADEMIC MONITORING 
AND SUPPORT

REPORTING
Regular academic “short reports” give a snapshot of the progress of each stu-

dent. You will also receive a further full report each year, which will include 
feedback and comments from the teachers. There is also an annual parents 

evening to discuss progress with teachers in person.

EARLY INTERVENTION
After each report cycle, the Sixth Form team and classroom 

teachers will identify which students may need specialised inter-
vention and/or support if not making the expected progress.  This is 
recorded on their digital Record of Personal Development. Support 
may be delivered through the tutor, classroom teacher or a mem-
ber of the Sixth Form. The effectiveness of this support will then 
be reviewed at the next report cycle and adapted as necessary. 

PASTORAL SUPPORT
We would encourage your son/daughter to see their tutor as the first port of 
call for any pastoral concerns, such as attendance issues, illness, or personal 
problems. However, students are also very welcome to come and discuss any 
problems with a member of the wider Sixth Form team or one of their subject 
teachers. If further support is required then we are able to make referrals to a 
trained counsellor who works within school.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
The College operates the 16-19 Bursary Fund, 
which aims to remove barriers to learning for stu-
dents from lower income backgrounds, such 
as transport costs, the costs of essential trips 
and visits, and course equipment, such as 
textbooks or stationary. Applications are wel-
comed from students living in households with 
an income of £25,000 or less per annum.   Any Post 
16 student in receipt of free school meals is auto-
matically guaranteed support from the bursary fund. 



EXPECTATIONS
ATTITUDE TO LEARNING
Our Sixth Formers should be punctual to registration and all of their lessons. 
We have high expectations that they will be involved in enrichment opportu-
nities that contribute to the wider school and local community.

MORNING REGISTRATION
All Sixth Form students are expected to attend morning registration periods 
with their tutors, when we have a purposeful and informative tutorial pro-
gramme which covers a broad range of skills and issues such as alcohol and 
drugs education, study and revision skills, and how to cope with stress.

ATTENDANCE
It is a non-negotiable expectation that Year 12 and 13 students make every 
possible effort to attend all their lessons. This is essential for them to make 
proper progress on their chosen courses. Failure to attend lessons without 
authorisation (such as illness or approved visits) will put their place on that 
course at risk, and may even lead to students losing their place at the College.

BEHAVIOUR
We have extremely high expectations of our Sixth Form learners at the col-
lege. Our Year 12 and 13 students are seen as role models for our younger year 
groups and, as such, behaviour and conduct must be of the highest standard. 
We rarely have issues with this. However, when needed, action is taken swiftly 
and parents notified.

INFORMATION, GUIDANCE AND ADVICE
It can be difficult planning your next steps, especially if you do not know want 
to do! We have a wide range of support services available to students: Tutors 
and Heads of Year should be the first port of call for students when considering 
their future plans. We also have a Senior Leader who co-ordi-
nates work related learning, who is happy to help assist in the 
setting up of work experience placements, apprenticeships 
and internship opportunities. There are also a large num-
ber of events and information evenings during the aca-
demic year for students and parents to gather information 
on student finance, university applications, apprenticeships 
and foundation degrees. 



HOW TO FIND US

Crowndale Road, 
Tavistock, Devon 
PL19 8DD

Tel: 01822 614231
Fax: 01822 612030
E-mail: office@tavistockcollege.org
Website: www.tavistockcollege.org

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
SIXTH FORM PREFECT TEAM
The Sixth Form Prefect Team is selected in March/April of Year 12 and compris-
es a range of leadership roles which affect the whole College. Students apply 
via a personal statement and formal interview with a panel of adults. All of the 
leadership roles are prestigious. 

Successful candidates represent the college at public 
functions and events such as open evenings, par-

ents evenings and Remembrance services, as 
well as help to organise and support fundraising 

for local and national charities. The Head Boy 
and Girl and other Prefects will also be expect-
ed to lead assemblies for other year groups, as 
well as take an active part in the Sixth Form and 

College-wide Student Voice. We also elect pre-
fects as Heads of House. The Heads of House are 

responsible for leading their designated house in 
all manner of events, and act as mentors and role 

models for younger students within the College.


