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“Lessons are interesting and engaging” 

“Students know who to see or where to go to get support or help to sort any issues” 

“Pastoral, academic and UCAS support”

 "Thank you and your teaching team for taking positive steps to improve behaviour, safety and disapline
at Tavistock College"

"Summer school was an excellent opportunity to reduce anxiety and meet new friends"

" The best part of my taster days was meeting new friends"

“Teacher feedback supports learning”

 “Creative Arts – shows / dance / drama – superb!” “Transition for the Year 7s”

“Inspiring my children – they are passionate about most of their teachers”

“Motivating my children – they really want to achieve”

Parent and Student Voice Feedback 

“Teachers know
students well

and have passion
for their subject”

“Teachers and
support staff are

supportive”
“The College is
reaching out to

engage with parents”
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Welcome

Tavistock College is an ambitious, successful and friendly school. Co-operation is at the heart of what
we do and we take pride in striving for the highest standards together. Our aim is that young people
leave us as happy, well qualified, confident, caring and motivated citizens who will go on to flourish in
every area of their future lives. 

As a College we care, we challenge and excel in everything we do.  We are an inclusive community in
which everyone is equally valued, where difference is celebrated and all have an equal right to both our
curriculum and our personal development programmes. Young people should be able to thrive
academically, socially and emotionally, at Tavistock College we have the systems in place to ensure that
this can happen and the staff to support those who need it.

We are part of the Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust with, 4 secondary schools and 18 primary schools and
together we work for the benefit of children in all our communities. What unites us are the co-operative
values of solidarity, self help, self responsibility, equality, equity and democracy. Cooperation gives our
daily lives meaning and ensures that no one is left behind in building a strong community for learning
and living.

 I hope you will agree with me that Tavistock College is a wonderful place for young people to learn and
develop in, and that having looked at our prospectus you will want to visit us and see for yourself.

Tristan Muller-Forster
Principal 
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Transition
The transition from primary to secondary school can be an exciting yet
challenging and worrying time for your child. When a child starts secondary
school they are expected to cope with a range of new experiences and
changes, many of which require skills and abilities that they have not had
to use before. 

The Year 7 leadership team is static so that tutors become expert with
transition; they visit and link with primary schools to build relationships, 
 enhance communications and reduce anxiety.

YEAR 7 ENHANCED TRANSITION

Some students, for a variety of reasons, might need extra support with the
process of transition or during year 7. Enhanced transition is needs-led
and evolves each year. Small groups, individual work and bespoke SEND
visits allows students to build confidence, meet new friends and receive
individual attention for specific help. 

You can find further information on the Transition HUB website:

https://sites.google.com/tavistockcollege.org/transitionhub2021/home
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Curriculum

Humanities
Modern Foreign Languages
Computing
Design Technology
Creative and Performing Arts
Physical Education
PSHCEE (personal, social, health, citizenship and economic education) 

KEY STAGE 3 CURRICULUM 
During Key Stage 3 students will study a broad and varied curriculum, with an emphasis on
the core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science. 

In addition to this, our students will also study:

KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 
The Key Stage 4 curriculum is split into two halves: the core curriculum offer and the students’
personal choices. Each student will have a different curriculum dependent on their interests,
aspirations, ability level and strengths, but the core offer is the same for all.

THE CORE OFFER FOR EVERYONE IS:
 • Mathematics
 • English Literature and Language
 • Triple or Combined Science 
• Social Studies – this is a combination of PHSE, RS and Computing
• PE – students can study several options dependent on interest and ability.

Key Stage 4 students will also choose their optional subjects from the following lists: 
English Baccalaureate Subjects: 

• GCSE Computer Science
• GCSE French 
• GCSE Geography 
• GCSE History 
• GCSE Spanish 

GCSE Art & Design 
GCSE Business Studies
CACHE L2 Tech Award Child Development
BTEC Construction
BTEC Creative Media 
BTEC Dance 
GCSE Design and Technology
GCSE Drama 
Vocational L2 Hospitality and Catering
GCSE Media Studies
RSL L2 Certificate Music 
GCSE Photography 
GCSE RS - Philosophy & Ethics 
BTEC Sport 
GCSE Textiles 

Alternative option choices:

Courses are being launched frequently by exam boards and we regularly
update our offer to ensure that students have access to the new and
exciting courses available.
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Sixth Form
Tavistock College Sixth Form offers a broad range of academic
A levels and vocational courses to meet the needs of of our
community. We pride ourselves on offering the highest quality
teaching and learning, and ensure all students receive clear
advice and guidance to enable our young people to progress
smoothly onto their chosen career paths. Students are
encouraged to take part in a wealth of opportunities to
challenge themselves and develop as individuals. Tavistock
College Sixth Form is a happy and vibrant place to study. A
place to grow, to create, to understand, to thrive and to excel.

 
Thomas Galli- Director of Sixth Form

What Students Say

“I have really appreciated how the teachers treat the
students more like adults within the Sixth Form
community.” 

“Moving to the College has been one of the most
positive experiences of my education so far. The
welcome from staff and students from day one made
me feel part of a community.” 

“Tavistock College Sixth Form has allowed me to grow
as a person, becoming much more confident and
independent than I’d ever expected.” 
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The Whole Child

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THE WHOLE CHILD

At Tavistock College we have an extensive programme of activities and opportunities for
students to take part in, with the aim of expanding their horizons, helping them develop
essential skills and equipping them to face the challenges of a diverse world. 

Tavistock College is a co-operative school. The cooperative values of self-help, self-
responsibility, democracy, equality, equity and solidarity form the basis of all interactions
at the College whether that is in the classroom, in social time or during extra-curricular
clubs. Similarly we strive to foster and nurture our students’ spiritual, moral, social and
cultural development during their time at Tavistock College. We aim to ensure that not
only their learning and experiences have real world context and meaning, but that they
are also equipped to embrace the opportunities and challenges that our diverse world
will present in the future. 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES AT TAVISTOCK COLLEGE

During their time at Tavistock College students can access a huge range of enrichment
activities that enhance their curriculum experience and broaden their horizons. Clubs run
during a longer recess 2 and on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school, to allow students
to access the late bus service the college provides. New opportunities arise based on
feedback from through student voice throughout the year.

Extra-Curricular Clubs
 

Fitness Suite 
Cross Country Running  

Jazz Band 
Ballet

 Vox Choir 
LAMDA 

Ten Tors 
Duke of Edinburgh

Fusion Dance 
Snapshot Photography Lab 

Media Animation Workshops 
Coding 
Rugby 

Football 
Netball

 Badminton 
Athletics 
Softball 
Tennis 
Cricket 

 Drama Club 
Cycling
Hockey

Table Tennis 
Basketball



Stakeholder Voice 
STAKEHOLDER VOICE AT TAVISTOCK COLLEGE 

The college community spreads far beyond the students and teachers that
frequent the buildings from 8am - 5pm. Instead there are numerous constituency
groups, who are a vital part of the Tavistock College community. 

We are proud to sit at the heart of the community of Tavistock and have begun to
make real inroads into the community as a whole. We work with a number of
voluntary organisations to develop community links and ensure that as a college
we are a positive presence within the community in which we serve.

At Tavistock College we are continually seeking to improve the service we offer to
students, their parents and the community. An important part of our development
strategy is to listen to the voices of our students, staff, parents and the community
as a whole.

Students from Year 7 to Year 13 are able to share and voice ideas, opinions and
viewpoints through our student voice cycles, these begin in dedicated tutor time
led by form representatives who work with the sixth form prefect team who then
share these with the senior leadership team, who then discuss and action, this
cycle continues on a termly basis.  

This same democratic process and diligence is shown
through the various opportunities for parents to get involved
in college life. Through our fantastic parent teacher
association, we encourage cooperation with our parental
voice group, parent forum and with the school as a whole.

STAFF STUDENTS

PARENTS
THE 

COMMUNITY

TAVISTOCK COLLEGE
Together; we care, we challenge, we excel.
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Pastoral Support

WHO WE ARE - MORE THAN A SCHOOL, BUT STILL A SCHOOL.

Tavistock College prides itself on being a truly comprehensive and inclusive
school. Our philosophy is predicated upon each and every member of the
college’s staff body sincerely wanting to make a difference to the lives and life
chances of the children and young people in our daily care. 

Safeguarding each child is an overarching priority for all staff at Tavistock
College. We aim to know your child well and to equip all students to be
proactive in seeking out support for themselves. Typically all students,
irrespective of their needs, are taught in mainstream classes by our well
qualified, dedicated and skilled teaching staff. Work is differentiated and
subject teams have the support of dedicated Assistant Teachers colleagues
who aim to be experts in the field. 

The college receives additional funding through the Disadvantaged Student
Grant for pupils who are entitled to receive free school meals, are in the care of
the local authority or are the children of services personnel. Full details of the
income received, how it is spent and how we measure the impact of this
funding can be found on the main college website. 

WHAT WE DO 

Pastoral Systems 
We operate a traditional horizontal year-based pastoral
structure throughout Years 7-13 inclusive. This is
augmented and complemented by a vertical House
system running through the college. 

The House System
The House system facilitates social interaction as well as
both a competitive and celebratory experience for all
students with membership of Houses being allocated
vertically across each year group. 

We currently have five Houses: Hawks Tor, Kitty Tor,
Hound Tor, Haytor and Fox Tor. The majority of the
leadership within these groups is student generated.

There are two dedicated Key Stage hubs for student
triage and support. The Head of Year, Assistant Head of
Year and Learning Support Officers are all based in the
same hub with a dedicated key stage Administration
Assistant.


